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Name:             Period:    

ALL ANSWERS SHOULD BE YOUR OWN, not copied from a peer or from the internet. Have the 

confidence in yourself as a student and as a reader that you can analyze this challenging text WITHOUT 

outside resources. Forge your own path. I hope this novel and its lessons stay with you throughout your 

schooling and into adulthood. Yes, it’s that important! 

 

CHAPTER 1— 

1. In the second paragraph of the novel, Scout says that the events leading up to Jem’s broken arm started with 

the Ewells, but Jem “said it started long before that.” How does Jem’s comment relate to the family history 

Scout provides over the next couple of pages? What is Harper Lee suggesting about the influence of the past on 

the events that take place in the novel? 

 

2. If Maycomb were a person, how would you describe its personality? 

 

3. Harper Lee does not directly tell the reader what years the novel takes place during. What are some clues that 

she provides to help the reader determine the time period? 

 

CHAPTER 2— 

4. How does the author use the description of Miss Caroline to suggest something about her personality and style 

as a teacher? 

 

5. What characteristics do the residents of Maycomb automatically associate with “the Cunningham tribe”? How 

are the Cunninghams different from the Finches? How are they similar? 

Cunninghams Finches 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

6. How does our membership in various groups—families, schools, neighborhoods, nations—affect how others 

think about us? How does it affect how we think about ourselves? Are those impressions ever accurate? 
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CHAPTER 3— 

7. According to Atticus, who are the “common folk” in Maycomb? What characteristics does he say, or imply, are 

shared by the “common folk”? Who does Atticus say are not included in the “common folk”? Why are they 

excluded? 

Common Folk Exclusions 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

8. What do we mean when we talk about someone’s social or economic class? What is it supposed to tell you 

about someone? 

 

9. In this chapter we learn about more about the Finches, the Cunninghams, and the Ewells. Which of the 

characters in this chapter have the most power and the highest status in Maycomb? Which have the least power 

and status? What accounts for those differences? 

Ewells Cunninghams Finches 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

10. Atticus tells Scout, “If you can learn a simple trick, Scout, you’ll get along a lot better with all kinds of folks. You 

never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view . . . until you climb into his skin 

and walk around in it.” Can you ever fully understand another person’s point of view? What is the value in 

trying? How does Atticus’s advice relate to empathy?  

 

 

CHAPTER 4— 

11. How does Jem use stereotypes about gender to influence Scout? How does Scout feel about her gender? How 

do you know?  

 

12. How can stereotypes, especially about race, gender, and class, affect our behavior, even when we are trying to 

disprove them? 
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CHAPTER 5— 

13. What is the difference between the letter of the law and the spirit of the law? How does Maudie and Scout’s 

discussion about different kinds of Baptists explore that difference? How does the conflict between Jem and 

Atticus over playing the Boo Radley game explore that difference? Who in this chapter follows the letter of the 

law? Who follows the spirit of the law? What is the difference? What are the consequences of each approach for 

the characters in this chapter? 

Letter of the Law: (define) Spirit of the Law: (define) 
 

Who Follows/characteristics 
 
 
 
 
 

Who Follows/characteristics 
 

 

CHAPTER 6— 

14. Why is it so important to Jem to risk his safety to retrieve his pants from the Radleys’ fence in the middle of the 

night?  

15. Scout states in this chapter, “It was then, I suppose, that Jem and I first began to part company.” What prompts 

her to draw this conclusion? What does she mean?  

 

CHAPTER 7— 

16. What evidence does Chapter 7 provide to help the reader understand how Scout and Jem were “parting 

company”?  

Jem Scout 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

17. What was Jem beginning to understand (about Boo Radley) that Scout could not yet see? Why does Jem keep 

his feelings secret from Atticus and Scout?  

 

18. Why does Jem cry at the end of Chapter 7? What does Jem understand about Boo and Mr. Radley that he did 

not understand before? Find evidence in the text to support your answer 

 

19. How does race complicate the circumstances of the characters we have met so far? What role does Calpurnia 

play in the Finch family? What authority does she have in the Finch household that she might not have 

elsewhere in Maycomb? 
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CHAPTER 8— 

20. How does Jem respond to Atticus’s compliment about the snowman? What does this suggest about their 

relationship? 

 

21. What does the town’s response to the fire at Miss Maudie’s house reveal about Maycomb’s universe of 

obligation in this chapter? A community’s universe of obligation includes the circle of individuals and groups 

toward whom obligations are owed, to whom rules apply, and whose injuries call for amends. In other words, a 

community’s universe of obligation consists of those its members believe are worthy of respect and protection.  

 

 

 

22. Based on what you know so far, who do you think is included in Maycomb’s universe of obligation? Who do you 

think is excluded? Look for evidence in the text to support your answers. 

Included in Maycomb’s Universe of Obligation Excluded in Maycomb’s Universe of Obligation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

23. Individuals can also have a universe of obligation (or circle of responsibility), consisting of the people for whose 

safety and well-being they feel responsible. What do we learn about Boo Radley’s universe of obligation in this 

chapter? Do his actions in this chapter reveal him to be similar to or different from the person Scout and Jem 

think he is? How does this refute the gossip and legend about the Radleys that the children spread? 

 

 

24. Is it easy or difficult for Jem and Scout to change their apparent misconceptions about Boo? Find evidence in the 

chapter to support your answer for each character. 

 

CHAPTER 9— 

25. What is Aunt Alexandra’s vision for what is “lady-like”? How does Scout respond to that vision? What does 

Atticus think about Scout’s conformity to gender roles? 

 

26. Discussing the Tom Robinson case with Uncle Jack, Atticus refers to “Maycomb’s usual disease.” What does he 

mean? Why doesn’t he suffer from it? 
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27. Telling her side of the fight with Francis to Uncle Jack, Scout says, “A nigger-lover.* I ain’t very sure what it 

means, but the way Francis said it—tell you one thing right now, Uncle Jack, I’ll be—I swear before God if I’ll sit 

there and let him say something about Atticus.” What does it say about the power of the “N” word that Scout is 

moved to anger by the insult, even though she does not know what it means? (*I have chosen to include this 

word in order to honestly communicate the harshness of the bigoted language.) 

 

 

 

 

28. What does it mean to be a “Finch”? What does it mean to Aunt Alexandra? What does it mean to Atticus? How 

would you describe the relationship between Atticus and Aunt Alexandra? How does Scout make sense of the 

differences between Atticus and Alexandra? 

Atticus Aunt Alexandra 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

29. How does Atticus explain his reasons for defending Tom Robinson? What factors influenced his choice to take 

the case seriously? How does he expect the case will turn out? 

 

 

30. Atticus explains to Scout: “This time we aren’t fighting the Yankees, we’re fighting our friends. But remember 

this, no matter how bitter things get, they’re still our friends and this is still our home.” Are there some fights you 

can have with friends that make it impossible to remain friends? What types of fights are those? What does it 

say about Atticus that he doesn’t view the insults he receives for defending Tom Robinson as reason enough to 

end any friendships? How can you respond when friends or family members express views that you find 

abhorrent? 
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‘Universe of Obligation’: Maycomb, Alabama, in the 1930s 

 

 

Start inside the center circle (Circle #1) and describe the residents of Maycomb who receive the most respect and 

protection from the community’s spoken and unspoken rules. Add descriptions of those who receive different levels of 

respect and protection to each of the next three levels in the diagram. If there are any residents of Maycomb who you 

believe don’t receive any respect or protection, write them outside of the outermost circle. 


